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Blatnik Bridge Overview

* Opened to trafficin 1961
e Approximately 8,000 feet long (1.5 miles)
* 120-foot clearance over St. Louis Bay

e Carries four traffic lanes (two in each
direction)

« Accommodates 33,021 vehicles per day
(2019)

* Bridge conditions limit vehicle weight to
about 60% of a standard highway bridge
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 Preferred Alternative: Alternative 1

Existing Alignment + Offset Diamond Interchange+ Shared Use Path
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Proposed Traffic Improvements

e New direct
connection from I-

535 to US 53 B A e | Direct connection | -
L 2 = 1 ¢ \N betn |-53 and }-53 :

e Replacementofthe L5 NeRSim——=N N1 NS :
jcrafflc S|gnallzed } LS =5
intersection at |- | intersection with higher
535/US 53 functioning intersections

e Removal of the |-535
southbound exit loop
ramp
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Wisconsin Interchange Detail
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Project Status

Current Funding:

* Minnesota and Wisconsin have identified approximately S800 million

e States are actively seeking additional funding:
* Infra/BIP

* Requesting a tad over $1 billion

NEPA Status:
* Expecting a FONSI spring 2024
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Selected Project Delivery Method

Delivery method:

 Announced 12/23/23
* Design/Build
* Updating schedule
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Project Schedule — Design/Bid/Build

2022 Jf 2023 J| 2024 J| 2025 fl 2026 J{ 2027 J{ 2028 Jl 2029 Jl 2030 Y| 2031 J| 2032 J| 2033

Preferred

Alternative Selection
and Environmental ﬁ

Documentation

Preliminary Design H

Final Design ‘ '

Range due to funding uncertainty
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Significant Project Challenges

Contaminated Materials and Hazardous Waste
Nearly all material is contaminated
Historic Properties and Section 106
Potential for Cultural Resources Impacts
Property Impacts
8 industrial relocations
Permitting
Multi-state

Busiest Port on the Great Lakes
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Thank you!




